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1"Another compelling explanation referred to earlier involves the ritualization of circumcision's prophylactic
effects, especially as many different human groups and cultures that live in desert or other hot environments
have adopted it as part of their customs. Infections, initiated by the aggravation of dirt and sand under the
foreskin, are not uncommon under such conditions and have even crippled whole armies, where it is difficult to
achieve sanitation during prolonged battle." "A US Army report by General John Patton stated that in World
War Il 150,000 soldiers were hospitalized for foreskin problems due to inadequate hygiene, leading to the
statements: “Time and money could have been saved had prophylactic circumcision been performed before
the men were shipped overseas” and “Because keeping the foreskin clean was very difficult in the field, many
soldiers with only a minimal tendency toward phimosis were likely to develop balanoposthitis [Patton, 1987b].
Army urologists stated “Had these patients been circumcised before induction [into the Army] this total would
have been close to zero”. In the Second World War Australia had to send urologists to circumcise all of its
troops fighting in the North African campaign who were not already circumcised [Short, 2006]. Similarly sand
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was a problem for uncircumcised men during the Gulf War in Iraq (“Desert Storm”) in the early 1990s [Gardner,
1991; Schoen, 2007e]." http://www.circinfo.net/what_caused_many_cultures_to_remove_it.html

2 Histories Book Il, 36-37, Herodotus

3 Chronology, p1.

http://www.historyofcircumcision.net/index.php?option=com content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=54 accessed
10-10-2014

4 1bid (cursive added)

5 The Circumcision, http://www.egyptancient.net/circumcision.htm, accessed on March 12, 2012

6 D. Dunham, Naga-ed-Der Stelae of the First Intermediate Period, (London, 1917), pp. 102-104

7 Chronology, p1 (emphasis in original)

8 http://anubis4_2000.tripod.com/mummypages1/Early18.htm

° The History of Herodotus Book 11, 140. Translated into English by G. C. Macaulay
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2707/2707-h/2707-h.htm#link22H_4_0001

10 1bid, Book II, 36-37

11 Diodorus Bibliotheca historica Book 1:28.1-3
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Diodorus_Siculus/1A* . html

12 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, Book 8, Chapter 10:3

13 Entry Circumcision in Philosophical Dictionary, Voltaire, 1764
https://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/v/voltaire/dictionary/chapter122.html

14 "Some great writers have maintained the superior antiquity of circumcision among the Egyptians, and from
them all our infidel writers almost, after Tindal, have with an air of triumph displayed it." A vindication of the
Sacred Books and of Josephus, p 325. accessed at http://www.classicapologetics.com/f/findvind.pdf
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